
INRE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTHCAROLINA

DOCKETNOS.2000ff442-C& 2000-443-C- ORDERNO. 2001-058

JANUARY 18,2001

Docket No. 2000-442-C - Joint Application of

The Furst Group, Inc. and Zone Telecom, Inc.

for Approval of the Transfer of Selected Assets,

Including Customers, from The Furst Group,

Inc. to Zone Telecom, Inc.

AND

Docket No. 2000-443-C - Application of Zone

Telecom, Inc. for a Certificate of Public

Convenience and Necessity to Provide Facilities-

Based and Resold Intrastate Interexchange and

Private Line Telecommunications Services

within the State of South Carolina.

ORDER ¢/ _._.S

CONSOLIDATING

DOCKETS FOR

HEARING

PURPOSES

This matter' comes before the South Carolina Public Service Commission (the

"Commission") by way of a request from The Furst Group, Inc. and Zone Telecom, Inc.

for the Commission to consolidate dockets for hearing purposes in Docket Number's

2000-442-C and 2000-443-C. On December' 19, 2000, The Furst Group, Inc. and Zone

Telecom, Inc., by letter', requested that the hearings on its two applications pending

before the Commission be consolidated and heard during one hearing.

On August 24, 2000, Zone Telecom, Inc. ("Zone") filed its application for'

authority to provide facilities-based and resold interexchange telecommunications

services in the State of South Carolina ("Application for' Authority"). Concurrently, Zone
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and The Furst Group, Inc. (TFG") filed a joint application for authority to transfer'

selectedassets,includingcustomers,from TFG to Zone("TransferApplication"). At the

time of thesefilings, ZonerequestedthattheTransferApplicationandtheApplicationfor

Authority beprocessedandgrantedconcurrentlyto ensurethat the transitionfrom TFG

to Zonebe transparentto customers.

The Commissionfinds that the applicationsof The FurstGroup, Inc. andZone

Telecom,Inc. shouldbe consolidatedand heardon the samedate.We believethat the

consolidationof thesetwo applicationswill preventtheneed for two hearingsand will

reduce expensesrelated to the proceedingfor the Applicant and the Commission.

Finally, we donotbelievethatanypartywill beprejudicedby theconsolidationof these

applicationsinto onehearing.
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IT IS THEREFOREORDEREDTHAT:

1. TheFurstGroup,Inc.andZoneTelecom,Inc.'sapplicationsin Docket

Number's2000-442-Cand2000-443-Cshallbeconsolidatedandscheduledfor aheating.

o

Commission.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further Order of the

Chairman

ATTEST:

Executive D_to_

(SEAL)


